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Educational History. 

B.A., Barnard College, Columbia University, June, 1967 (magna cum laude, honors in 

Psychology) 

Ph.D., Psychology, Yale University, June, 1972 

 

Professional History. 

2004-present Lewis and Virginia Eaton Professor of Psychology, Stanford University 

1989-2004   Professor, Department of Psychology, Columbia University  

                      William B. Ransford Professor of Psychology, Columbia University 

1985-1989  Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Illinois   

1981-1985  Professor, Laboratory of Human Development, Harvard University 

1977-1981  Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Illinois 

1972-1977  Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Illinois 

1967-1971  National Science Foundation Fellow, Yale University 

 

Selected Honors: 

Elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (2002)  

Donald Campbell Career Achievement Award in Social Psychology (Society for Personality and Social 

Psychology) (2008)  

Ann L. Brown Award for Research in Developmental Psychology (University of Illinois) (2009)  

Klingenstein Award for Leadership in Education (Klingenstein Center, Columbia University) (2010)  



Elected, Herbert Simon Fellow of the Academy of Political and Social Science (2010)  

Thorndike Career Achievement Award in Educational Psychology (American Psychological 

Association) (2010)  

Elizabeth Hurlock Beckman Mentoring Award (2011)  

Distinguished Scientific Contribution Award (American Psychological Association) (2011)  

Federation of Associations in Behavioral & Brain Sciences (FABBS) Gallery of Scientists (2011) 

Elected to the National Academy of Sciences (2012). 

James McKeen Cattell Lifetime Achievement Award (Association for Psychological Science) (2013) 

Distinguished Scholar Award (Society for Personality and Social Psychology) (2013) 

Distinguished Scientist Award (Society for Experimental Social Psychology) (2014). 

Invited Address, United Nations, January, 2015. 

Wilbur Cross Medal, Yale University (2015). 

Atkinson Prize in Psychological and Cognitive Science, National Academy of Sciences (2016) 

Yidan Prize for Research in Education (Inaugural Laureate; 2017). 

Foley Lecture and Medal, Royal College of Surgeons, Dublin, Ireland (2018). 

Honorary Doctorate, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (2018). 

Sage-CASBS Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Behavioral and Social Science, Center for 

Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (2019). 

APS Mentor Award, Association for Psychological Science (2019). 

William James Award, Association for Psychological Science (2020). 

Shavelson Career Achievement Award, International Centre for the Study of SELF (2020, conferred in 

2022) 

Medal for Distinguished Service to Education, Teachers College, Columbia University (2020). 
 
BSPA Best Publication Award, from the Behavioral Science and Policy Association (2020): Yeager, 

D.S., Hanselman, P., … & Dweck, C.S. (2019). A national experiment reveals where a growth 
mindset improves achievement. Nature, 573, 364-369. 

 
Arthur W. Staats Lecture and Medal (for work unifying psychology), American Psychological 

Association (2021).  
 



The Distinguished Alumna Award, Barnard College, Columbia University, 2022. 
 

Invited Address, the Oxford Union, Oxford University. (Past speakers include four U.S. presidents, 
 Queen Elizabeth II, the Dalai Lama, Mother Teresa, and Albert Einstein.) TBD 
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Invited Participant, McArthur Foundation Conference on Cognitive Development and Learning, 

February, 1991. 

Colloquium, University of Rochester, April, 1991. 

Colloquium, McGill University, April, 1991.  

Chair, Symposium on Implicit Theories and Motivational Development, Society for Research in Child 

Development, April, 1991. 

Invited Discussant, Symposium on Motivational Patterns and Learning Disabilities, American 

Association of Behavior Therapy, November, 1991. 

Human Development Study Section, NICHHD, 1992-1996. 

Colloquium, Swarthmore College, January, 1992. 

Colloquium, Reed College, March, 1992. 



Harris Lectures, University of Chicago, April, 1992. 

Invited Speaker, Symposium on the History of Women at Yale University, April, 1992. 

 Invited Speaker, Conference on Agency, Efficacy and Self-Esteem, University of Georgia, May, 1992. 

Invited Speaker, W.T. Grant Faculty Scholars Conference, June, 1992. 

Colloquium, Brandeis University, October, 1992. 

Keynote Speaker, New England Psychological Association, October, 1992. 

Colloquium, University of Pennsylvania, November, 1992. 

Colloquium, Educational Testing Service, January, 1993. 

Colloquium, Rutgers University, March, 1993. 

Invited Discussant, Symposium on Stress and the Development of Coping, Society for Research in Child 

Development, March, 1993; 

Invited Speaker, Yale University Psychology Reunion, May, 1993. 

Invited Speaker, Conference on Coping with Adversity, University of Massachusetts, May, 1993. 

Invited Address, American Psychological Society, Chicago, June, 1993. 

Invited Speaker, Conference on Motivation and Action, Ringberg, Germany, July, 1993. 

Colloquium, University of Virginia, April, 1994. 

Colloquium, Ohio State University, April, 1994. 

Invited Address, American Psychological Association, Division 8, August,  1994. 

Colloquium, Institute for Child Development, Medical University of New Jersey, October, 1994. 

Member, Early Career Contribution Award Committee (Developmental Psychology), 1995. 

Invited Speaker, Motivational Processes in Gifted Children, University of Kansas, January, 1995. 

Invited Discussant, Symposium on Attribution, Aversive Feelings and Coping, Society for Research in 

Child Development, March, 1995. 

Invited Speaker, Conference on Cognitive Approaches to Social Psychology, Bertinoro, Italy, May, 

1994. 

Invited Address (Plenary Speaker), American Psychology Society Preconference on the Teaching of 

Psychology, June, 1995. 



Speaker and Co-organizer, Conference on Motivation and Control Across the Life-Span, Berlin, 

July,1995. 

Symposium, Person-Environment Transactions, American Psychological Association, August, 1995.  

Invited Symposium, Motivation and Achievement, American Psychological Association, August, 1995. 

Symposium, Role of Implicit Theories in Social Judgment, SESP, Washington, September, 1995. 

Colloquium, Stanford University, October, 1995. 

Colloquium, Yale University, Social Psychology, February, 1996. 

Invited Address, American Educational Research Association, New York, April, 1996. 

Invited Conversation Hour, The Status of Achievement Goal Theory, American Educational Research 

Association, New York, April, l996. 

Invited Discussant, Symposium on Motivational Development, American Educational Research 

Association, New York, April, l996. 

Colloquium, Graduate Center of CUNY, Developmental Psychology, April, 1996. 

Visiting Scholar and Workshop Leader, Japanese Society of Developmental Psychology, Tokyo, July 

23-26, 1996.  

Invited Address, Japanese Society of Developmental Psaychology, July, 1996. 

Colloquium, Waseda University, Japan, July, 1996. 

Colloquium, New York University, Social Psychology, October, 1996. 

Invited Speaker, Conference on Measuring the Mind, New York, October, 1996. 

Chair, Early Career Contribution Award Committee (Personality and Social Psychology), American 

Psychological Association, 1997. 

Colloquium, University of Pittsburgh, February, 1997. 

Invited Faculty, American Psychological Association Summer Science Institute, Johns Hopkins 

University, June, 1997. 

Visiting Scholar and Invited Addresses, University of Munich, July, 1997. 

Invited Discussant, Conference on Optimism and Hope, University of Pennsylvania, February, 1998. 

Colloquium, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, April, 1998. 



Invited Address, Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, April, 1998. 

Invited Workshop Leader, University of Hong Kong, June, 1998. 

Invited Symposium Chair, Conference on the Development of Competence, Hong Kong, June, 1998. 

Keynote Speaker, Association for the Advancement of Sports Psychology, Hyannis, Massachusetts, 

September, 1998. 

Invited Speaker, National Research Council, Department of Justice Panel on Juvenile Crime, 

Washington, DC, October, 1998. 

Colloquium, Purdue University, November, 1998. 

Colloquium, Department of Psychology, University of Michigan, March, 1999. 

Colloquium, Culture and Cognition Program, University of Michigan, March, 1999. 

Colloquium, University of Massachusetts, April, 1999. 

Invited Discussant, Symposium on Goals and Achievement Motivation, Biennial Meeting of the Society 

for Research in Child Development, Albuquerque, NM, April, 1999. 

G. Stanley Hall Lecture on Motivation, American Psychological Association, Boston, August, 1999. 

Invited Address, Division on Psychology and the Arts, American Psychological Association, Boston, 

August, 1999. 

Chair, National Science Foundation Committee of Visitors, Social and Developmental Psychology 

Program,  August, 1999. 

Founding Member, Task Force on Child Well-Being, Rockefeller University, December, 1999. 

G. Stanley Hall Lecture on Motivation, Rocky Mountain Psychological Association, April, 2000. 

Invited Speaker, Positive Psychology Summit, Washington, DC, October, 2000. 

Invited Discussant, Symposium on Attributions and Theory of Mind, Meeting of Society for 

Experimental Social Psychology, Atlanta, October, 2000. 

Keynote Address, Italian Association for the Study of Learning and Learning Disabilities, Parma, Italy, 

October, 2000. 

Colloquium, University of Padua, October, 2000. 

Colloquium, University of Maryland, November, 2000. 



Keynote Speaker, Meeting of the Society of Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX, 

February, 2001. 

Colloquium, Department of Psychology, New School For Social Research, February, 2001. 

Symposium Speaker, Symposium on Motivation and Achievement, AERA, Seattle, April,  2001. 

Allen Edwards Lecture, University of Washington, Seattle, April, 2001. 

Symposium Chair and Speaker, Symposium on motivation and socialization, Society for Research in 

Child Development, Minneapolis, April, 2001. 

Invited Speaker, Conference on Social Identity, New York University, May, 2001. 

Speaker, Invited Symposium on the Self and Contingencies of Worth, American Psychological Society, 

Toronto, June, 2001. 

Invited Speaker, Conference on New Forms of Assessment, Educational Testing Service, June, 2001. 

Invited Speaker, W.T. Grant Foundation Faculty Scholars Conference, Santa Fe, June, 2001. 

Speaker, Invited Symposium on Goals and Motivation, European Philosophical Association, Fribourg, 

Switzerland, August, 2001. 

Distinguished Lecture, New England Psychological Association, October, 2001. 

Colloquium, University of Arizona, March, 2002 

Invited Address, Biennial Conference on Human Development, Charlotte, NC, April, 2002. 

Committee, Award for Distinguished Contribution to Personality Research, Society for Personality and 

Social Psychology, 2002. 

Chair, Early Career Contribution Award in Developmental Psychology, American Psychological 

Association, 2002. 

Invited Speaker, International Conference on Development and Motivation,  The Lakes District, UK, 

April, 2002. 

Invited Address, Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL, April, 2002. 

Monroe Stein Lecture, New York University School of Education, April, 2002. 

Elected to American Academy of Arts and Sciences, April, 2002. 

Chair, Visiting Committee, Duke University, May, 2002. 



Distinguished Lecture, University of Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany, July, 2002 

Keynote Address, American Psychological Association, Chicago, August, 2002 

Invited Speaker, APA Invited Forum: How Does Early Experience Matter? American Psychological 

Association, Chicago, August, 2002.  

Distinguished Speaker in Developmental Psychology, Cornell University, September, 2002. 

Keynote Speaker, President’s Forum on Teaching Excellence: Student Motivation, University of 

Colorado, October, 2002. 

Colloquium, PACE Center, Department of Psychology, Yale University, October, 2002. 

Kendon Smith Lecture on the Self, University of North Carolina, Greensboro, NC, November, 2002. 

Symposium Chair, Meaning Systems in Social Psychology, Society for Personality and Social 

Psychology, Los Angeles, CA, February 2003. 

Colloquium, Carolina Consortium on Human Development (Reciprocal Influence of Social and 

Cognitive Development), March, 2003. 

Colloquium, University of Wisconsin, April, 2003. 

Invited Address, Conference on the Foundations of Learning, San Sepolcro (Tuscany), Italy, April, 

2003. 

Invited Discussant, Symposium on Self-Esteem and Achievement, Society for Research in Child 

Development, Tampa, FL, April, 2003. 

Invited Discussant, Symposium on Regulatory and Relational Vulnerabilities, Society for Research in 

Child Development, Tampa, FL, April, 2003. 

Heymans Lecture, University of Groeningen, Groeningen, the Netherlands. 

Invited Workshop, Kurt Lewin Institute, the Netherlands, June, 2003. 

Master (Mentor), Pinnacle Scholars Program of the American Psychological Association, July, 2003. 

Invited Lecture, Department of Psychology and Center for Early Childhood Research, University of 

Chicago, October, 2003. 

Hilgard Visiting Professor, Stanford University, October, 2003. 



Invited Speaker, Conference on Learning and the Brain, Harvard Medical School, Boston, November, 

2003. 

Colloquium, Harvard University, November, 2003. 

Invited Lecture, New York Academy of Science, December, 2003. 

Colloquium, Princeton University, February, 2004. 

Book Award (for Self-Theories), from the World Education Federation, (an organization of the United 

Nations and UNICEF), 2004. 

Invited Speaker, Social-Cogntive Development Seminar, Harvard University, October, 2004. 

Colloquium, Institute for Social and Personality Research, University of California at Berkeley, 

February, 2005. 

Keynote Speaker, World Congress of Sport Psychology, Sydney, Australia, August, 2005 (Interviewed 

by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation). 

Speaker of the Year, Ministry of Education/Omar Dengo Foundation, Costa Rica, September, 2005.  

Speaker, Symposium on Social-Cognitive Development, Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 

Palm Springs, CA,  January, 2006. 

NPR Full-Program Interview, Tech Nation, March, 2006. 

Invited Speaker, Commonwealth Club, San Francisco, CA, June, 2006. 

Speaker, Symposium on Implicit Theories and Consumer Behavior, Association for Consumer Research, 

Orlando, FL, September, 2006. 

Keynote Address, Spencer Foundation Conference on Social, Motivational, and Self-Regulatory Effects 

on Learning, Chicago, IL, October, 2006. 

Invited Lectures, Cambridge University, Cambridge, England, November, 2006. 

Invited Speaker, Promoting and Maintaining Diversity in Higher Education, Columbia University, 

November, 2006. 

Invited Address, Human Resource Institute, St. Petersburg, FL, February, 2007. 

Speaker, Symposium on Children’s Learning: Science-Based Practice, Meeting of the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science, San Francisco, CA, February, 2007. 



Discussant, Symposium on Possible Universal Social Traits in Children and Non-Human Primates, 

Society for Research in Child Development, Boston, March-April, 2007. 

Conference Keynote Speaker, Association for Psychological Science, Washington, DC, May, 2007. 

Discussant, Symposium on Emotional Overreactions to Minor Events, Association for Psychological 

Science, Washington, DC, May, 2007. 

Participant, Champions of Psychology (Student Forum), Association for Psychological Science, 

Washington, DC, May, 2007. 

Invited Speaker, Conference on Cognitive Remediation in Psychiatry, New York, June, 2007. 

Invited Addresses, Six lectures to members of parliament and to business, education, and sports leaders, 

Edinburgh and Glasgow Scotland, June, 2007. 

Keynote Address, ETS Conference on Assessment for Learning, Portland, OR, July 2007. 

Invited Speaker, Aspen Ideas Festival, Aspen Colorado, July, 2007. 

Invited Speaker, Symposium: Eminent Women in Psychology, American Psychological Association, 

San Francisco, August, 2007. 

Keynote Speaker, The College Board, Reston, VA and New York, NY, October, 2007. 

Invited Speaker, Presidential Symposium, Society for Experimental Social Psychology. Chicago, 

October, 2007. 

Invited Discussant, Symposium on Social-Cognitive Development, Santa Fe, NM, October. 2007. 

Keynote Speaker, Texas Higher Education Governing Board, Houston, TX, October, 2007. 

Keynote Speaker, Conference on Learning and the Brain, San Francisco, February, 2008. 

Chair, Symposium on Mindsets and Political Ideology, Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 

Albuquerque, NM, February, 2008.  

Keynote Lecture and Master Class, HAN University, Arnhem, the Netherlands, March 2008 

Chair and Discussant, Symposium on Social Cognitive Development, International Society on Infant 

Studies, Vancouver, CA, March, 2008. 

Keynote Speaker, Suzuki Association of the Americas Conference, Minneapolis, MN, May, 2008.  

Leona Tyler Memorial Lecture, University of Oregon, June, 2008. 



Invited Speaker, Fundamentally Changing the Way We Train Physicians, First Annual Conference on 

Changing the Health Care Profession, San Francisco, September, 2008. 

Invited Talk, The New Intersection of Social Psychology and Social Development, University of 

Washington, Seattle, October, 2008. 

2008 Campbell Award for Distinguished Contributions to Research in Social Psychology, Society for 

Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP). 

2008 Award for Innovative Program of the Year (for Brainology software program to teach students a 

“growth mindset”), Association for Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder (CHADD).  

2009 Ann L. Brown Award for Excellence in Developmental Research, University of Illinois. 

2010 Klingenstein Award for Leadership in Education, Teachers College, Columbia University 

2010 E. L. Thorndike Career Achievement Award in Educational Psychology, American Psychological 

Association. 

Invited Speaker, Presidential Symposium, Society for the Study of Motivation, May, 2009. 

American Academy of Arts & Sciences Selection Committee 

Keynote Address, Scottish Learning Festival, Glasgow, Scotland, September, 2009. 

MillerCom/Lyle Lanier University Lecture, University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, October, 2009. 

Invited Address, School of Psychology of the Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile, November, 

2009. 

Klingenstein Award Address, National Association of Independent Schools, San Francisco, February, 

2010. 

Co-Organizer, Conference on Implicit Theories and Executive Function, American Psychological 

Association, March, 2010. 

Distinguished University Lecturer, University of Hong Kong, March, 2010. 

Invited Addresses, University of Herzeliya, Herzeliya, Israel, April 2010. 

Greenwald Distinguished Speaker in Social Psychology, Ohio State University, May 2010. 

Keynote Address, Annual Head Start Conference, Washington, DC, June, 2010. 



Conference Keynote Address, International Society for Gifted Education, Paris, July 2010. 

E. L. Thorndike Career Achievement Award Address, American Psychological Association, San Diego, 

August, 2010. 

Elected, Herbert Simon Fellow of the Academy of Political and Social Science, 2010. 

Keynote Address, National Association for Gifted Education, Atlanta, November, 2010. 

Keynote Address, Mind and Its Potential, Sydney, Australia, November, 2010. 

Keynote Address, Australian Sports Commission National Coaching Conference, Melbourne, Australia, 

November, 2010. 

Keynote Address, USA Swimming National Team Coaches Seminar, Colorado Springs, April, 2010. 

Keynote Address, New Zealand High Performance Athlete Development Forum, Auckland, NZ, June, 

2011. 

Elizabeth Hurlock Beckman Mentoring Award, Elizabeth Hurlock Beckman Trust, Administered by 

Columbia University, 2011. 

Distinguished Scientific Contribution Award, American Psychological Association, 2011. 

Distinguished Scientific Contribution Award Address, APA, Washington, DC, August, 2011. 

Gallery of Scientists, Federation of Associations in Behavioral & Brain Sciences (FABBS), 2011 

Brotherton Fellowship, University of Melbourne, August-September, 2011 

Public Lecture, University of Melbourne, August, 2011 

Keynote Address, United States Ski and Snowboard Coaches, Park City, UT, October, 2011. 

Public Lecture, University of Zurich, March, 2012 

Colloquium, Washington University of St. Louis, April, 2012. 

Elected to the National Academy of Sciences, May, 2012 

Keynote Address, Education Nation, NBC News, New York, September, 2012 

James McKeen Cattell Lifetime Achievement Award (American Psychological Society) (2013) 

Walter N. Ridley Lecture, University of Virginia, March, 2013. 

Invited Speaker, National Academy of Sciences, April, 2013. 

Keynote Speaker, White House Conference on Mindsets, Washington, DC, May, 2013 



Keynote Speaker, Young Minds Conference, Sydney, Australia, June, 2013 

Keynote Speaker, Happiness and Its Causes, Melbourne, Australia, June, 2013 

Invited Speaker, Aspen Ideas Festival, Aspen, CO, July, 2013 

“Sermon,” School of Life, Conway Hall, London, U.K., July 2013 

Invited Speaker, Royal Society of Arts, London, U.K., July, 2013 

Distinguished Scholar Award, Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 2013 

Distinguished Scholar Award Address (Society for Personality and Social Psychology), February, 2014. 

Michael Chandler Lecture, University of British Columbia, April, 2014. 

Keynote Address, Society for the Study of Motivation, Association for Psychological Science, May 

2014. 

Distinguished Scientist Award, Society for Experimental Social Psychology, 2014. 

Invited Address, United Nations, January, 2015. 

Wilbur Cross Medal, Yale University, 2015. 

Colloquium, Princeton University, April, 2015. 

Keynote Address, Sunday Times Festival of Education, London, July, 2015. 

Keynote Address, Cognitive Development Society, October, 2015. 

Keynote Speaker, Global Silicon Valley, San Diego, April, 2016. 

Atkinson Prize, National Academy of Sciences, 2016. 

Commencement Speaker, Harvey Mudd College, Claremont, CA., May, 2016. 

Invited Address, Department of the Treasury, London, U.K., July, 2016 

Fritz Heider Memorial Lecture, University of Kansas, September, 2016 

Distinguished Speaker, University of California at Davis, April, 2017 

Convocation Speaker, Barnard College, Columbia University, September, 2017 

Yidan Prize for Research in Education (Inaugural Laureate, 2017). 

Foley Lecture and Medal, Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland (2018). 

Honorary Doctorate, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (2018). 

APS Mentor Award, Association for Psychological Science (2019). 



 
Sage-CASBS Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Behavioral and Social Science, Center for 

Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (2019). 
 
APS-David Myers Distinguished Lecture on the Science and Craft of Teaching Psychological Science, 

Association for Psychological Science, Washington, DC, 2019.  

Greats in Psychology Conversation Hour, American Psychological Association, Chicago, 2019. 

William James Award, Association for Psychological Science (2020). 

 
Shavelson Career Achievement Award, International Society for the Study of the Self (2020) 
 
Medal for Distinguished Service to Education, Teachers College, Columbia University (2020). 
 
Keynote Speaker, Symposium on Growth Mindset, South by Southwest, Austin, TX (2020). 
 
BSPA Best Publication Award, from the Behavioral Science and Policy Association (2020): Yeager, 

D.S., Hanselman, P., Walton, G.M., Murray, J., … & Dweck, C.S. (2019). A national experiment 
reveals where a growth mindset improves achievement. Nature, 573, 364-369.  

 
Invited conference organizer and keynote speaker, Conference on growth mindset and international 

achievement and well-being. OECD, Paris, France (2020 and 2021). 
 
Invited Symposium, 9th International Asian Skills Forum, Reimagining Education and Skills 

Development for a New Normal, Manila, 2021. 
 

Arthur W. Staats Lecture and Medal (for work unifying psychology), American Psychological 
Association (2021).  

 
Invited Speaker, SxSW Conference, Austin, TX, 2022. 
 
The Distinguished Alumna Award, Barnard College, Columbia University, 2022. 
 
Invited Address, the Oxford Union, Oxford University. (Past speakers include four U.S. presidents, 

 Queen Elizabeth II, the Dalai Lama, Mother Teresa, and Albert Einstein.) 
 

Outreach Talks and Awards 

Keynote addresses to numerous educational, health, sports, business, and governmental organizations 

around the world.  

Ronald L. Jensen Award for Lifetime Achievement, Positive Coaching Alliance, April, 2017. 

ATD Champion of Talent Award, Association for Talent Development, May, 2017 
 

 


